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will occur, disrupting life in low coastal areas,
disrupting agricultural production, and causing
other difficulties for the generations of the 21st
century. Fortunately, we can avert these dangers
and do it while keeping our economy going
strong.

This past December, America led the world
to reach a historic agreement committing nations
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through
market forces, new technology, and energy effi-
ciency. We can do some things right here, right
now, to show that America is doing its part.
In my State of the Union Address, I called for
an unprecedented commitment of $6 billion for
research and tax incentives to mobilize cutting-
edge technology in the fight against global
warming. I’d like to explain just what that means
to you.

First, we want to help bring down the price
of high-efficiency cars for every American. Ear-
lier this month, Ford, GM, and Chrysler un-
veiled prototypes of advanced-technology cars
that get more than twice the mileage of today’s
models with no sacrifice in comfort, safety, or
performance. When cars like these begin to
enter the showrooms in the year 2000, we’ll
give everyone who buys one a $3,000 tax credit
to apply to every size car. When these cars
become even more efficient, we’ll increase the
tax credit to $4,000. We’re committed to making
it not only wiser but actually cheaper to buy
highly efficient cars.

Second, we’ll help you turn your home into
a model of energy efficiency. We’ll offer tax
credits that will give you a discount of 20 per-

cent off the cost of energy-saving water heaters
and air conditioners. And we’ll also offer a tax
credit—worth up to $2,000—to help you put
solar panels on your roof or to help you buy
an energy-efficient home in the first place.

Third, we will accelerate research on clean,
renewable energy and energy-saving tech-
nologies. We’ll help to develop energy-efficient
lighting, refrigerators, and other appliances that
will mean lower monthly bills for you and re-
duced greenhouse gas emissions. And we will
work with industry to cut their energy use so
that they can also protect the environment while
enhancing the bottom line.

Whenever we act to heal our environment,
some always question whether it will hurt our
economy. But today, our economy is the strong-
est in a generation and our environment, the
cleanest in a generation. Whether the problem
has been acid rain, deadly pesticides, polluted
rivers, or the ozone hole, the ingenuity of the
American people has always proved to carry the
day—and we’ll do it once again. Working to-
gether, we will overcome the challenge of global
climate change and create new avenues of
growth for our economy. And most important,
we’ll honor our deepest responsibility to pass
on this home, without harm, to our children,
our grandchildren, and generations yet to come.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:40 p.m. on
January 30 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the United States Air Force Operating
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 31, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
(the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 6961(a), no-
tification is hereby given that on September 26,
1997, I issued Presidential Determination No.
97–35 (copy attached) and thereby exercised the
authority to grant certain exemptions under sec-
tion 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination No. 97–35 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s operating
location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from any
Federal, State, interstate, or local hazardous or
solid waste laws that might require the disclo-
sure of classified information concerning that
operating location to unauthorized persons. In-
formation concerning activities at the operating
location near Groom Lake has been properly
determined to be classified, and its disclosure
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would be harmful to national security. Contin-
ued protection of this information is, therefore,
in the paramount interest of the United States.

The Determination was not intended to imply
that in the absence of a Presidential exemption
RCRA or any other provision of law permits
or requires the disclosure of classified informa-
tion to unauthorized persons, but rather to
eliminate any potential uncertainty arising from
a district court decision in pending litigation,
Kasza v. Browner (D. Nev. CV–S–94–795–
PMP), the relevant appeal which, was subse-
quently dismissed as moot (9th Cir. Nos. 96–
15535 and 96–15537; decided January 8, 1998).

The Determination also was not intended to
limit the applicability or enforcement of any re-
quirement of law applicable to the Air Force’s
operating location near Groom Lake except
those provisions, if any, that would require the
disclosure of classified information.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on February 2.

Remarks on Submitting the 1999 Federal Budget
February 2, 1998

Thank you very much for that warm welcome.
Good morning. Thank you, Mr. Vice President,
Mr. Bowles, members of our economic team,
members of the Cabinet, and administration.
And I thank the large numbers—large number
of Members of Congress who have come here
today, and others, all of you here, for the sub-
mission of the first balanced budget in 30 years,
one that will truly strengthen our Nation for
the 21st century.

This budget marks the end of an era, an end
to decades of deficits that have shackled our
economy, paralyzed our politics, and held our
people back. It can mark the beginning of a
new era of opportunity for a new ‘‘American
Century.’’

Consider what has been achieved in so short
a time. In the 12 years before I took office,
trickle-down economics led to an explosion in
the Federal deficit which quadrupled our na-
tional debt in only 12 years. Government deficits
soaked up trillions of dollars in capital that
should have been used for productive invest-
ment. Massive deficits led to high interest rates
that slowed growth. And massive deficits also
paralyzed the Congress in their attempts to in-
vest in our future, as we spent more and more
and more of the taxpayers’ dollars just to pay
interest on the debt we had run up.

The new economy was being held back by
old political ideas and arrangements. The deficit
was more than an economic reality; it was a

powerful symbol that Government had simply
failed to meet its most basic obligations. And
doing something about the deficit was one of
the reasons I ran for President in 1992.

The day I took office, the deficit was pro-
jected to be about $300 billion for that year.
For 5 years, beginning in 1993, as the Vice
President said, the Congress and the American
people have worked tirelessly to put our eco-
nomic house in order; we have worked hard
here to put our fiscal house in order. The Gov-
ernment is the smallest it’s been in 35 years.
And deficit reduction has given us lower interest
rates, higher investment, and, I might add, lower
unemployment, more taxpayers, and more funds
to invest in America’s future.

That is the gamble we took in 1993—a gam-
ble now that I thought was not such a gamble
at all. But it did, as the Vice President said,
cost several Members of Congress their jobs.
Wherever they are today—wherever they are—
I hope they know and remember that we passed
that budget in ’93 by one vote in the Senate
and by one vote in the House; we did not have
a vote to spare. And everybody that stood up,
and especially those who lost their seats, can
know they gave 14 million Americans jobs that
would not have been there otherwise and a
brighter future for all the American people, and
I’m very grateful for that.

I also want to point out, as the Vice President
did, that the job to be finished and to eliminate
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